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“Several years ago, a young woman was 
stabbed to death in the middle of a 
street in a residential section of New 
York City. Although such murders are 
not entirely routine, the incident 
received little public attention until 
several weeks later when the New York 
Times disclosed another side to the 
case:

at least 38 witnesses had observed the 
attack – and none had even attempted 
to intervene. Although the attacker took 
more than half an hour to kill Kitty 
Genovese, not one of the 38 people who 
watched from the safety of their own 
apartments came out to assist her. Not 
one even lifted the telephone to call the 
police.”

– Rosenthal, A. M. Thirty-eight witnesses. New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 1964.



JOHN DARLEY BIBB LATANE

The Bystander Effect, as described by 
Darley and Latane, is present in many 
hazing deaths that we see today. 

With drinking deaths in particular, 
victims are often surrounded by entire 
crowds of people who walk by them, 
step over them, even take pictures 
and pose with them. Even after it’s 
recognized that the person is 
seriously intoxicated, critical minutes 
and sometimes hours pass by before 
someone makes the decision to call 
911. Why does each individual choose 
to ignore the distress of their fellow 
partygoer?



“Bystander inaction in real-life 
emergencies is often explained by 
“apathy,” “alienation,” and “anomie.” 
This experiment suggests that the 
explanation may lie more in the 
bystander’s response to other 
observers than in his indifference to 
the victim.”

– Darley, J. M., & Latane, B. (1968). 
Bystander intervention in emergencies: 
Diffusion of responsibility. Journal of 
personality and social psychology, 8(4p1), 
377.
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